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tive to Glasgow Univel8ity, 8vo, 1831. 9. 
Refutation of Ch&rge8 made Against Dr 
I"'Oe bJ' Dr Chalmel'8 and Othel8, 8vo, 1837. 
10. Obeervationa on Lyon's .. Histo~ of St 
Andrew8," 8vo, 1839. 11. Admonition on 
$he Observance of thfl Loro's Day-Addre&& 
upon the Fas\-Pastorai Letter on Fan,ily 
WOl'8hip, 1834-36. 12. P¥toraJ Letter for 
&he General AS8embly, 1843. 13. Catalogue 
of Books &Old by Auction, 1842. Dr Lee 
died in the belrinniulJ:' of May 1859. 

LEITCH. Rev. WILLIAN. D.D., fOimerly 
minister of MonimaiJ, afterwanis Principal 
of ueen's College. Canada, was born at 

Kingston on the 9t May 181'14. He 
completed his education in the University 
of Glasgow. Whilst a student in the 
latter institution he greatly digtingui.hed 
himaelf in the departments of mathematics 
and physical science; &0 much 80, indetld, 
that, for several sea&008, he was intrusted 
with the cha,rge of the aIltronomical ob· 
llerVatory, and on various occasiolls con· 
ducted the cl88lle8 of Dr Nichol, Professor 
of Astronomy. and Dr Meiklam, Professor 
of Natura.! Philosophy. During these ye&1'8 
of study &Dd scientific pursuit, he acquired 
that profound an.\ varit'd know ledge, and 
those habits of close and accurate ;obser
vation, which afterwards so much distin
guished him-in short, th .. development of 
that academic mind which, in the opinion 
of all who knew him, pointed to the Pro
fessor's chair M his appropriate place. 
Everything about him, his com'ersation, 
habits, pursuits, and even household "'1uip. 
ments, indicated th" scientific enquirer. 
The gtgantic tt'\escope in his 10Lby, which 
his Monimail parishi01.ers contempl .. ted and 
.poke of with awe i his microscopes and other 
apparatus filling nis study' the last scien
tific journal on his table; ali gave indicatiun 
that his was a mind that luved to keep 
abreast of the science of the ,lay. Even 
when he took to keeping bees, the thing was 
done! not n.s a recreation, but as a matter 
of science. For s' )me seasons he watched 
the busy insects in his garden, e'CperimentinS' 
upon them with all sorts of contrivances ; 
and we believe, thatl at one m~'etin!{ of the 
British Association, ne embodied the I'\;)I\ults 
of his investigations in a memoir imparting 
much curious information. If we mistake 
not, several papers of his on this subject 
afterwanls appeared in "(lood 'Vords." In 
consequence of such haLits! he had no diffi
culty of occupying the JlOl!!tion of popular 
IoIOturer ; and there are many in this'luarter 
who HtiIl reIUember with much gratilic .. tion 
the instruction he communicated in hi. lec
tures, delivered before uumerous audiences, 
on Astronomy, Electricity, and even such 
tor.ics as Artillery projectiles, and the J\1illie 
Rtfle. But a.,tronoIllY was uudouhtetily his 
lor/(!. He wrote for" Good W .'rds" a stories 
of articles on his favourite theme, which 
were afterwunls collected and l'uLlishCtJ in 
a small volume, under the title of .. God's 
Glory iu the Heaven •. " It is a work of DO 
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onlinary merit. In simple and appropriate 
language it explaiua many of thll Bta.rt.lilllf 
phenomena of the shuy ha.vens; and 
without in the lee .... disfl8ol'&ging the BOme
what over-wrought, although iDiltructive, 
volumes of his frillnd Dr NIChol on Ute 

8ubject, we must ~ve Mr Leitch'lI 
the palm of SU[.enority for promis

cuousness and a pecuhariy felicitous expo
sition of the newest discoveries in astrono
micalsc:ience. He even turned his knowledge 
to prnctical account in the heating of 
churches the churches of Monimail, Cnpar, 
and many others besides beiog W&JUled by 
stoves 00 a principle of his suggestion. It 
is more particularly, howevel', as a minister 
that h" will be remembered in this neigh
bourhOlXI. The clerical profe8l!ion "1IoIJ tha.t 
of his deliberate choice, 8pringing from an 
ea.m .. .st desire to benefit spiritually his fel
lowmen. Having been licensed to 
the GOIlpel in 1839, he 1\'&8 soon ell
gaged as aIl8istant to the Rev. Dr Stevenson, 
a.t that time minister of Arbrnath, and, 
afterw .. ros an assistant to the aged mini~ter 
of Kirkden, in the same Pre.bytery. In 
1843, on the presentation of the late Earl of 
Leven Rnd Melville, he became mini.ttor of 
Monimail. and there he continu",1 till 18('oOt 
w hen he was select<.'<i by the Trustees 01 
Queen's Colleg~, Kingston, for the office 
of Principal aDd Primarius Profc8IlOr of 
Divinity 111 that institution. His parochial 
la.bours a.t l\f onimail were manifold, and 
most acceptable to all classes of his pari""
ioners. Sahbath and week day he was ever 
at hig poIlt· on the former, not only offi
ciating in dIe church, Lut also giving even
ing services in school-rooms in the villages ; 
and on the latter, vioiting regularly from 
house to hou~e. .Few ministers are in the 
haLit of doing more parochial work, f"r 
with indefatigable assiduity he gave himst'lf 
from day to day to the efficient superinten
dence of day schools, parish library, the 
poor, and especially the religiuus instruction 
of the young in the Sabbath School. Long, 
8CC1>rIlingly, will his labounl be remembered 
in Monimail, and the kindliest sentiments 
be awakened in the hearts of the parish
ioners thcre as they recal the bland look 
and gt'nial accents of a minister whlllle 
every and most earnest desire was for their 
temporal alld spiritual \\'elf.~re. Dr Leitch 
wn.s coost:\lltly writing. To use one of his 
own expressions. he always .. studied with 
the pen ill his hand." Hut we are not aware 
that he has left behind him any lenJ.,>'thened 
or consoou ti ve tl'l'atise. Hesid .... the Mtro
noutical work already refel'fed to, he was 
author of many articles in .. Macphail's 
}<~inLurgh Magazine," and la.tterly in 
.. Good W oro.," to Loth of which periodicaill 
he was a l'l'gular cOlltriLutor. At the time 
of the di.cu.sions relative to our l>ari~h 
Schools, he JlIlLlished a pamphlet on that 
subject, wl:ich WM much thought of, and 
extensivelycirclliated ; and ma.ny y,-ars &goa 
a RenDon of hi. wa.~ given in the secon 
vulume uf the" Church of ::lcoUand Pulpit," 
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.. \dled \be" Miaionaq', W"",,lI"~ pi!II'
bpi \be bett wrtnOD. certainly ODe of lobe 
mod po",~rfully.rr?'oned ... 0.1 ~Ioq\ld:ltly
wwd«t. in \be '''0 .. oluUlM of t.b&\ publica. 
\ioa.. Hill ~i«<Y .. &I lint that. of the 
modera aod cril.iair .ch<><.>l, but fouDded <l1l 

!.bo earnt!IIt aruJ. prof<>uml .ludy of tb~ 
E .. l1gdieal. Div;1IeI "I th lli.1&Hnth and 
.... omkJeoth oentum.; .nd t,h"I't!{",., of It. 
far UlOJ"I! eolid azW mUCliline deecril,tinn; 
in .. ",on!, ,b.. good (lId thoolut.'Y of th .. 
Howe.. the Bad .. ",.> &1111 th\' E",kin .. of 
former day.. \Yo h.,'., no;, doulot. that, had 
be ~ l,lIU'e<I, he ",,,uJU ha.ve ll,;>ol~ .. deep 
illll" --inll of bi.o m-..inly th(JUllhtfu\ mwd 
011 tba theo~y of the C.nlldian Church' 
... 1.1, ~rb."", J.,f\ bt!hind him & l>o.uy ~ 
let.1.UMI ... .rthy of laking \I.e;r ,,\acto by tIL .. 
• itIe nf th.- ofl.b .. gNlt Idebenoill Di .. ioity 
ul .imilar ilUltitutio.... Hilo ~I"'illtment 
.. Priocilt&i ill the CIII&<.Iian Cull,,!:" b .. 
bee<I l'ftlnounc..tl by <:<'101"<1<:111 jlklges • 
~ .~'" p', Thto COlli,,"'" wm,n h .. en· 
io:ral it. end, in<lOO<1 .tiU, wly "" uid to 
loe in i'- iul"ney. 'Th;t no olle couJU be 
boItter litted Ioha.n Dr kiteh fur ~he work of 
ol'!(Uliaatinn ; and in thi.! SeW he "·u COD_ 
tinu&lly L.l.><ouring- .trailLing ~v~rr D~rV" W 
compl,,"" tb~ "toIlt" of 1'rol'..-o .. m all the 
facutti. of Ulliv~nQty ~tutly, Heu .... ade· 
qua"" endo .. ment., autl acqui .... " p ....... tigc 
I...,. the rw ..... t.al.liehluent ..qual "', that 01 
auyof th. mOl", AIIcient ""at. "f le~minB. 
In ....witton"" tbia, he ,ought w mllintalD 
in U"" INll'iL. the platfonu, aDtl cODl mitk't!
r"l)IlI, the cau .. 01 the t:hurcli uf &utbod 
iD C"naoJ.. 111tl-.l, .. " ha.<" mure thllD a 
lu.picion that bia IMt illr 

......... pl'tl(:ipi. 
ta~.1' ... wu ... of tl,il killtl in b~r boob&lf. 
100 of ~"'tilll: the aummer vaca· 
tion to Alt from the ,,-illt...r'~ luallY wihl, 
amI in cong.mial uudi"", he occupif'<1 wllI..,l f 
ill travellillg nmtlll .... t the cl,un:h .... autl 
~ng a 1~ ... lillg po.rt in puhlic and 01110:1' 
1DI. ... 'ti~ .. of an ...:clt:lOiul.i<-&I kintl, .... thaI., 
.. heD lobe c...U''!j:e _ioll oommenoooJ, he 
_ to the tiuti"" of hi.. chair in DO ~otall 
ticg""" }1Id .... aoti uhau.k..-i. H~ kft lIto
bind hilD ODe .... n ~I"I ... lIu dA~ht.or to 
moum bUt h,... Hia ... ·uedi..J at M"ninll • .ll 
WAUY y ...... ago. In nllUlY f'IU1.II of th" 
couotry, h<lt ""I..ci .... ly in Fir ... then! &nI 
fri<'lld_ who .. ;U DC""r CUIie to cbtl'Wl bia 
11l~W"ry. While lWo t.aleut. &lid leaming 
wt: .... of 0... hiMheilt onler, ndlec1.ing bOlluur 
lit oDci ul'un hilD ... lf aud the aacn:.J prof",,
.ino to ... hich be tlevOM:t.l th"m all, hil bear· 
illg an,i IUMlne.a .. ....., evet', and ill no 
" .. dinary dqoffi!, th,*, "f the ",ntlema» ,..,d 
ChNti"n. No one ev"," hurd him ulttr a.n 
ulikiou or ungenial WON. The ~mil~ ever 
play ... upon hill CClulltenaoCO! And hil rilLjf. 
IlIg lI.ugh h, private, ... h.m ci,;:",rful OOlinr· 
(!atino w .. lo",i ug on, iudicat..l the genial 
aYlllpathin of t.he man. Dr Leitch ...... 
IlUUl ... hOllll )lCl'IIOnal worth, tlilltinguiahw 
",tainweot., and laOOu ... in the Chrilltian 
miniatry had ... ·011 fur bim th, nlI:aI'\l aDd 
alf..ct.iuu of A large circle of friend. Loth in 
MUIl.illlaii an'" other d;'trW&. of }'u", b 

(*WD be ..... inclined t.o noutn~; ."!
bead w ... large, ud aho~ entinly _
bia wa!k lO:me ... bat I·me in OOlIIeqUeuce 01 
di-ecrt in ~ 1'1j: in early youth; hil f_ 
~ver '-mmr .. ,th good humour. We do 
oot ~Ii"v~ he ....... ever angry in Ilia lif,' 
certainly, &lthough we kn~w him ........ ,;;J 
had wod f"':tuent opportuniLiell of wi ..... ; 
ing his d~portment. IIOm~li=a .. iD cireUID_ 
. tance. of grc .. t proVfJCll,tion, .. , do not. 
"'w~lDlM:r .. . iogle iwotance ... f hia equaai
mity heillJ( di.o .... rbed, or of hie iho1l'i!lC' 
NM!ntwent in wurd .... even look. By Dr 
Lo:itcb'a _\It the Church k"t obi of b« 
w""t aooompliehed and .. lticicnt om.:. 
bnNno, loud Ii.ll who had thu hOllour of ... 
friend..bip OOb of th .. WOOllt kindly and Iovi.l:v 
of friell..... We bolliev .. hil Jut ilh",. __ o 

colDlxm;.,u ... ith ~l"",ma of the lw&rL-..... 
luog C<>lItiDlIW ",nd v"ry ... vere. But ~ 
d ... r .... ti att.:utiv .. frimd. eooolUl'uud Ilia 
t...l--<litlllll i.Il tb ... ir po ...... w IIlltiptu hill 
(0,)"" w..1.n:ooe, and.,. .... hilll tiel"",itud io ... 
hullou ....... ".".v~. Hi, ... 118 undt:Dit.':Ily .. 
life "f I>hrilltlAn. ulO:fuln""'_ i hil lIOuI in de
.. ",rtinr wag ehec .. :td hy VI .. ho ... of u.. 
1;,,,,1'" ; and bil end .. u the rEI M of th,. 
.. ho tli~ iu lbe Lord. ' We I~;a.rn from tAt 
"l>n:.loyteriau," a Canadia.n loublicaUoo, 
that a ID"'·~(IIellt b.atI loeo:n ..,t on r .... t to 
"n.1 ....... I. W~Il ... riaJ l'rof_hiV in U. 
l'htolO!{icai Jo·ACulty ... ,. a bibuw w the 
1",""u)lI.1 worth, ut.:llI'iYG &tl.aUomunt., _ 
at'oU"WI la.hnun of th~ hot... Priocilllol." Tho! 
I'WpouJ illou o:n.ct a lie .. chai r lor Chunrb 
Hilkory. 111 O'lIlm~lIti?¥ "pon the 1lI0V" 
m~lIt. tha "Prt..lo)·teriaD' eaya :-Dr Leitcla 
U. ICkllo ... ·I .... S ..... Iou hive <sacriS".:d wueb 
anti tuikd r.nIu ....... ly in bo.hfllf (Of Q_'. 
Univ~nlity. While caring ill" E'ontly for 
&ll the ti"l'artm~nt. of th~ i1ltititutioD, be 
WM ~ul.,.ly ti~¥ote<1 to the b .... in_ of 
ilia O .... n cI"",·l'OOw. Hil ,Wdellt. .peak 
.. ·ith ~oth.wa.tie irati .... d .. of th .. v&l .... III 
bil p",l..ctiol18 1I.D.1 of the fotht:1'ly in~ 
he I.ook in tht:.ll, U aapiraat. to the ottice III 
the mil'i.<~y. H ia m .... l .. of .UI",rintendiJiK 
their vrel'.ntivnt. for the .ulelllD ... urIt III 
c:auing fu .... ulll .... 101Ile",b&t oovel, bu$ 
\I.Win"u~ly practi<;a.l, an,1 thtre iI DO dout.c. 
........ han bt:an.l lO:yrral of them 1"tJII&I'Ir., 
that had hy lif" booeD .pano.I hit 00""" 
w\u:o fully lDatured ...... uld bave bft.n. _t 
iol.o:!rating 1000 ,-ful A ,ul>oot&nt.i.lol tribute 
I.u the wemoryof ."eh a 1111.0, to loe COli· 
nectud in '(lW~ .... y ... ith Lhe Kene uf his "'''''''t elfor\ll, OCCUI'I very natllnolly to _ 
fri .... d. in IScolland and in thi.i cuulltr, .. a 
lot'Ol",r ubjo:ct for OO-Uvtratillll, alld it 11'111'_ 
ge.tud, V~I')' b",'vily We thiuk, th'" i\ , bw.kI 
OOI18i1t 01 I. theo.>logica.l prof..unbip. No 
Ilion >IoPI 'ruPn.."" 111...,. IIf bonnuring ADd. 
l"'I'f"'tulltiog hUI llU!uwry could lito ",hUt.!. 
It will be mDuitdy boltter than any IQIIIlU
mdlt of .kma or marlole, ID<>nI COIlaODall\ 
.. ith th~ 'I,int lIJId tMka of the m.o .. ·bote 
" ' me it ... ·111 booour, a litter ",tlcct~'n to 
p<>oIterity uf the loarti~'11 I'" 'Ioec:i"" of uMul. 
D.:alI to which &ll hit powers t.nd IIO<}~ 
IIltDt. .. ~'" .. y" IUt-.ienL 
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