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WII,IJ.ut I.EITCH, D.D., 

... ~. e·avAl. .. " ... ·.':7· ...... 22 ..... 

Iw the autulDD of1860 tho Wl"iter wu loitering on tho deck of 
ODe of dto ('.nadj'n lteamabipe at Quebec. convcreing with II. Indy 
whom OD bar anini from England he bad goliO cxprcsaly to meot. 
lDdioating "r • gedure • gentleman of benevolent and clerical 
.. lsn· ...... ,tbe bdyremarked, "Th4tillho Rovcnmd Dr. Lcikh, 
• Pc bylle.' II J.IiDiM.er, wbo haa lately been appointed to the office 
III Pliooir ' or Qu1!iI'. Collogtl, KingatoD." Af\cr .. further 
cillEi 'aDaa or two, the lady, with IIOD)o,'l eaml.\8tnc8il of manner, 

added, tho Doctor ne cerlainIy ., a very lIiC<l, and she fclt 

lUre muti be. "') good maD, for be wu kind in manner, ehecrl'u1 
in w..pOlIition, aDd apparently as happy as • Christian oucbt to 
00." SOlf we helicyo tha\ the lad, in question had not pt"Cyiou&y 
had the Ollportunity of becoming prrsooally aC(luninted with any 
oue u, holy orders except the clergy of tho Church of which she W&8 

a mcml)('r. We abo feci tolerably certain that until sbo beam the 

Rovercnd Doctor preach on board of tho Steamship, she bad never 
been prelK'ntduring the ccll!bratlon of Divine Serviccclse ... hcrc than 
in churchCi of lh'r own commuuion. Morcol'cr Bho bad eviJcntly 
boon be60t with tho imprcSllion tbn.t PJ'C6byttrian divinity 'Wu of 11 

Bad nod drenry type, oold in ita temperature and unattractive in ita 
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form3. She wtlS nPP(\J"('nUy impreggc(lwith tLa notion that Prcal,y_ 
«Irinn dil'iuc!J in [umnony willi h~r idoa of their dil'inity were men 
of stern !\Sped, who. having mi:5SQd tho rcBection of tbe Divino 
hcruguity, hud only Ilrescrl'cd tho photogrnph of the "Oil-inc frown. 

NOlI' the IWverend Dr. Leitell in no respect corresponded to 

the Presilytelinn typo which hcr ftlllCY hnol sketC:hed. IDs mnnuer 
WllS lI{·ithcr Imrsb. nor stern. His nppon.rnncc WlIS ncither knotty 

nor serel'e. Cllflrity nod cour tesy seemed to abide wilh Ilim, and 
their rresence was as nppnrent in his conversation as it was 
conspiClltlUS in bis clmractcl'. Nature moreovor had been nffiucnt 
in hnr gil13, tor his appcru'nno:o was irrosistibly attractive. lIe looked 
not only like n good man, but be looked like II holy mnn. Ho cnnicd 
Ilis calJing in his fnce; nol\O woultl cloubt his office who 511\1' his COllll
tenMCC. UnnlloyeLI happ;uOils Boomed to dwoll tltel'e, tIS ifit. reflected 
the chnracter of one whose Boul, liko the soul of the Psalmist., found 
its ohiof}JlClllsm'o in blessing the T.onl and remembering nis benefits, 
J u{lgillg li'Om his nppenmnce only, Dl'. Leitch might ha\'D boen 
supposed to posaoas bodily llCaltll, lUI well M mental pence. There 
was notlling to inform tho uninstructed oyo of the e:d.ent to which 
the suft'ering booy iJad been made subservient to the coutrolling 
mind; neither coultl one suspec~ tbat bcllind that vnpor of spiritual 
rndiancc, bnght with Hie pence of God, whleh, like an influence, 
soemed to Burround bis character there lay a load of mi3l!ry which 
no physician could remove. Yct 80 it WM: in his boyhood 3. sonous 
fall had dernnged his hip joint, and rcsulted in pcrmanentlameness. 
In his manhood ho WlIB llH~ subject of heart dilease, which, llfier 
yeara of lIulTcring an(I in the mid career of usefulness, terminated 
hi! valuable life. 

The gifted author of tho TIeir of Redclyffe would probably Illl.l'e 
discovored in the subject of our sKetch congenial elements for the 
creation of Il hero, including tho moral and physical qualities Willl 

which, with nrliSlio cleverness, she succeeds in making nfiliction 

• 
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.....,..; Ar ... 'nnn to rows a lpoc:ial reliah Cor erlraetiDg 

.' II .. "cab .. &om pel""'·! deCect. Cormalcing the bed oC.-in the 
• e"'Shoootll el,irtue,and Cor tracing IIpiritlll!.1 ucellencein lIlauhood 
to. ph, liMl·ecidell' in youth. OUter cOI)(litiollA being equnl, IU 
unhinged hip or aa enlarged IlCnrt might, In,1 certainly wonl<1, I.y 
that &ifted gentlewoman, bo mndo B3 Iwnilnblo for poctic and 
dram.tic "'U, ... dilapidated Ipine or Ili"wrdcred lungs. 

'!'be .. daoritiel of Quean'lI C\!IIl';;o 1l1llithe members OfU10 Scotch 
ChUI'Cb geDClraUy congratulated UlCmM!lvaa, and IWL 'lriUlout reasou, 
on tho gain whicb the callieS (If acil'nce and religion had receil'ell 
wbeD, in anlW'er to their earnest im'itation, Dr, Leitch 8S$UmuJ the 
offico of Principal. The regrets which followed his departure fmm 
bome were only exceeded by the wcleomlll which awailed him 
on hid arriya) here. The laments of his countrymen in Scotland 
wore answered by tllo rejoieinga of hi~ countrymen in ClUlndn j for 
wbile the Conner had difficulty in l'lltting up ,,"iUI tho lou, the InU,('r 

bad .... kIO in appropriating the gain. 
To .. COMCientiou man, and olle mOfCOl'er who po!!ijeqel aoility 

u well .. tate ror tho WOyle, lhe education of ),ouill muat be 
intrl\ll.!!y a"ractiytl. Apart, from the fset that the calling ital."lf ia 
1111<1 mWlt neeeMarill be a lacred u well as lUI honorable one; tlu~re 

j" in i, the Sayor of immortality, a ilal'vl" more uhilatating than 
m<"ru I!pbemerai fame, in the reftectinn that in some lpecilll dejmrt
ml'nt of the mint of knowledge, a ptOCCU iB galug forward oy which 
tlil! leacher is rl!llroducing in the pnpil U\O coinage of hiJ Own 
illou;,;:lit, and creating, 10 to Ipcnlc, frOID .orne unexplored I'ein of 
truth a sterling currency stAmlICfi with hid own cherillhed opiniol!8. 
lntelleculfl.l di.;linctWn u • mere pcraollfl.i quality would lClU'ccly 
luffice to roconcile a teacher to hia ill-re<luited worlc j !Jut when we 
aaaociate with the acciden~ofindil'idual dUltillction,the creative po'/l'er 
or gcnerating and transmitting thought, 11'0 Bupply an incenti,'e to 
'\forlc lIy bestowing npon the worker not only tlle IIOlace of contem
porary admiration, but the earnest of posthulDOua flUDe . .. 
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1'he hto llrincipnl WILS bon) in1814 in tue to)l'n orIWthSl\Y, in tlto 
Island (lr Bute. lIe reCoil'o(l the c1cmcnta of instruetion nt tho 
Parish school, At the age or fourteen, by falling from thl) mnst of 
!l yncUt, he met. with n serious accil\l!nt, by wbich he frllctul'od his 
hip joint. The accident resulted in painful uncl protracted ooufine
ment. For the l)crio(l of eighlcen months he \I'tIS unable to lea ... e tll\~ 
house, and when at length he did so, {he distressing disl.'overy Willi 

mnde tllilt he WAS hopele!!Sly lnme rOl' life. In tho midilt of 
clrc!l.rincss una euffol'iug he became lUI unlont l1.nd severe stlHl011t, 
applying ltimsclf especinlly to thOBO BC;(HlCeS II'hie11 nro blllicu on 
mntbelIllltical trnth. lfu cduc~tion wns subscquently continucd nt 
the grammar school of Greenock. At Ule age of eighteen 110 llutered 
the University of Glasgow, where, in 1836, ho grnduated as 1L)[ns.tcr 
of Arts.,Dnring llis nrb OOllr~(l., I\.S mny readily he conjectU\'cJ, U\O!lC 
branches of knoll'lodge which had nttruc~cd his ooyl!Ootl wc,'e 
parane(l with ltuldliblo industry nud uotoworthy succeu, Ill! 
obtained the highcs~ honors in the depal'tments of mn.themlltics, l\u(l 

thc physical scionces, which his Uuil'eraity could bestow, When a 
studen~ he lcctured on astronomy, nnd for several years he acted 
in tho Univeraityobservatory ru; assistant to tho late ProfessOI' 
Nichol, lIe always cherisl,(l(i nn Ilrdent 10"0 for nstrollomicnl 
pursuits, amI this love prompted him, when ntKingst.ou, to promote 
with a.l.l the warmth of his cho.rnctcl' Iho usefulD~ of the obscrvn
tory wllich lUll been established thcre, In connedioll with this 
SIlbject we maymcation thaI; be publishc(1 his careCully prllJlared work 
«God's Glory in lho IIcaveus: or, Contributions to Astrolileology," 
a work ·wMeh, {Lt tho time of ita appearance, WIlB, we ure infonnod, 
most favorably noticed by the able9~ l'eyieWOl'S, We filly ndd tlt(Lt 

when a litndllnt nt Glilsgow he wna also n lecturer in mathematics 

ill the Anuemmian Institution of tho.~ city. 
In 1838 lIe 'Wl18licenscd as a preacher of the Church of Scotland 

by lhll- Presbytery of Dunoon. III 1839 he was appointed as$9taub 
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....... ttl tbe Parida of Arbroalh; ud in 1841 be leoeiYed. .. 
inS'i ';, " hi i' to lite PuUh or Kirlulen, in \IIll Preab.f&er1 of 
I'wk. Ja'" .1'Mlable 1llar of 1843 he waB, by tho Earl 01 
Laf ...... KelliDe, pi ueoted to the Pari~h of Monimail, wbertl, 
..... the 'i oa1 toil 7, be .11 ordained by tho rreAhyttry of the 
hgnpd. or c.pu- in Fife. Of tiJia pariah he continued tu 00 a 

min ....... til the 1f!U 185D, when he lI'allClo!ewl by the Reverend 
Dr, Barclay, aad Alexandcr lIorN, £eoj" tho l'r~nt mCID,""r or 
the Legillati.e Ass whl1 for the Couut! of S .. uth l.rumrk, rrom a 

lilt of man1 M"U, ror the high offic(' of Priucipal of Iii.; l' uivcl'lity 
ofQuoen'JI College, Kmg.,ton, Tbo depilation 1\'ere e<>mpiimrlli.eJ, 

and with good rellOP, OR the choice tlleY ha,j maur; for the geoUo
men CboeeD 1I'U wdl known in hia nlltivo country not only as a man 
of Itlenco, a ripe IICholar, and all eanlc~~ minister of the Scoteh 
Cbllr<:ll, but for the activo Il8.rt he had taken in tbo coutrol'en;ic8 
01' tho time, At. Convener of tile Cflmmittco of the Genernl 
.A.embiy on Sunday Schoold hI! 'lTU brought into contact per

IC711" or by Wliupoodence. with all the minidtefll of his Churcb. 
TbIU _re his clerieal brethren mado coguiaant of his 'Wile and 

x.ea10W1 m.n'r;emeu.t of' the machiner,r b,r "'iLidl the ""ark of ucred 
ctlucation 1\'U controUod. When his dt'llIlrlure from Scotland wu 
delo.!rmined on, the tide of regret rose, Ind, ahaping ileclf in the 
tOiles of entreaty, he W'U be&ought by many, who IOl'ed alld 
admired him, to reeonaider tho Itep he was about to take, and, if 
nol too Ittto, to gi\'e to tho Church of hil country Hlo benefit of 
thOle taleuta 1Irllich 1\'ere then coMecrated to the service of lua 
Church in Caruula, 

During hid residence in Scotllmd his dC1'out mind had reverenUy 
reftectcd on the union which e:rulH belll'een adenee and rcligion, 
a union which modern unbelief ~b u$duOU&y tG diMoh'e. 
Knowil1g to what extent human thought ii inBueueed by tho 
periudiul literature of tho day, he became a diligent contributor 
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luell AI theee •• herem he iI ... 10 hay. d' ",sud with IiaplIr 
c1camc. man1 of the 1II4let importut theoJogieaJ '1M Ll ..... of the 
da.y. he wu the author of certaia. ar1iclea 0tI the miraeleI of CMD' 

Lord, in which he cootronrted the opinions of the late Betae"" 
11.111.1 learned Dr. Wardlaw OIl that av.bjeet. Thua the quest ..... of 
miracle,. as w.euned in modem times, had receind tiun him 
much a.llxious Itud,,-IIO much, that at the time of lUI depth he 
had, wo beliove, in prept.ration, if not ready for the ptea, a work 
on tho 8ubj~L of a Vtrr eWWltive character. Whether nch 
skilled labor will O\'cr ace the light, wo cannot .y_ Perbapl, like 
olher fl'agment. of scattered or ungathored thought, it ill deitiDed 
to lio unnoticed for a time to bo reverend, garnored after" many 
dap." 

On lea ring Scotland, hill Alma Mater conferred on him the 
dcgree of Doctor of Divinity. The act waa complimcntary to tho 
individual u wcll aa tc tbe institution O\'er which h. had been 
aclecf.c.d to.> pfC8ide. Tbualadcli "ilb tbe houors of hill College, 
and with the good '1'iolhet, as wellaa "'ith the I't'gre18 of hill coun
trymc.al, the learned J.)Qetcr arrh'cd in Canada. Little time el4p1k1d 
hcforo ho t\U forma.lly instalk-d in his neW' office; for on the 8th 
NOfcmoor, HluO, he took the chair u Prineipal of the Cnivcnily 
of <J:u~n'. C"lIe~e. 'l'he welcome extended to him by trwteell, 

l)rofcssol'll, ami etudenl3 was of the mO;St eordial kind, and the 
frien..u of tlle ColJef:,"O in COIIl:,rralulating llim, congratulak!d one 

another a.I..it), on the satisfactory fact, that by the addition of the 
Principal, the 1I0W alaR' (.f ProfL'iI;\()n was rendered t.horoughly com
plete. T111l iuaul:,'Ural addrotll "f&.3 deseribod as "most able, elo
quent alUl illkresting;" lmu we can easily belie\'e the nppendcd 
infonnntioll tlUlt it.! \la...,ag~ or eloquence were rapturously ncknow· 
louged by BjJOntancous &.lid irrcpreaible cheer •. 
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Dy 1m eccle$~ticalillw, Dr, kitch, lUI Prineilml of tile 'GlliH:::1'
sity, was entitled to n 5{'llt iu till) Pr~bytery of Kingst..m lUI well 
lUI in the Syuod. of the Scotch Chu!'(lll iu Cnnada. It occlI.!!ionod 
110 lIurpri~e, therefore, when the IaUer ml)t at TDrulllo, in the year 
l aG:!, tlmt lie 'I'M unnnimcmsly ell)ctod Mo(lelll~1l', In viltllO or 
Lis office ill Qncen's College, be lmd 1\ ~(lut iu th(i Sono.tus of tho 
University of Toronto, of "hiel! Ulliversity hI) wItS subsNlucnlly 
appointed lUI Examiner, 

It was o.bout this time Ullt~ the atteution of Principal kiteh 
Wng especially directed to the suhjQct of Unil'el"il-ity education in 
CiUladll, wilh pllrticuLv reference to what lie consillored to bQ tho 
unf:lir monopoly of pnli1ege lind revenue on the pnrt of tbe Uni
I'ersily of Toronto. Our space will not permit lIS W refer to Ius 
pl:111S of amelioration nnd itwendmunt, IUllch leas to enquire whethor 
thoy WOI'O beneficial 01' tho rovorsc, Unqncationably thcy pos

aCllS(ld certain featllrcs which, fl'om n pupula.!· stand -point, wel'C 
highly attra.ctive, for tucy included, we belio\'o, SQmo sort of 
scheme of {lecentrillixation, bY'whicb Collegiato education mould 
be carried to the "arions soolion.s of Ule country, instend of being 
accumulated at one great centre. Whilo hOl'l'evar he was giving 
his lhoughts to the gcnel'lli question of Univorsity education in 
C811ndn, there aro&! in the "cry henrt of the College, of which he 
W/IS the PI'inciplll, somc u'ritaling and vexatious subjects of dispute ; 
which werc I.l~yatod hy tho cirCUIllswuce lImt 1hey were not 
!'l'QO from p(lL'sonlli anilUo!lity. Into the merits of fhoso wapu(!'!!!', 
we hnve neither space nor inclinution to ellftuire, Tbut they em
bittered the latter days of the subject of our sketch, thoro cnn be 
no doubt; neither can therc be My doubt thnt before the shadows 
fC!1\ upon his intellect, (md Ute powers of dl!.rkncsa overlook his life, 
aU disqnieting remcmbroncea had been lnitl nt rest, nil offences 
dene to him by oilier'S had beeu forgi\'en. De died as D. Ohristian 
Wiln ougM to die, with faith towards God (md in peace and 

• 
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charity with nil mankinu. In the (juaint and reverent words 
·of his ))ious eountrymnn, Ftl.r!cy, '11'0 not inappropriately conclulle 
our sketch: 

117 light from whnllM I ~ IlIUUC, mounts WI! 011 high 
t'llto the ..,nNe ol'lighl th3lil narer dl")", 
Like:lS ~he riVel"! m tbe Ovolan run, 
}"roUl wheneo their IIOOn'I fQuntairul first begum; 
UJ,:(I u the donc dol h L> lho oooimSWllf, 
& loJ the .pbcre. nlY light ,till malre5 his ... af. 

N 0 j.,~ dt'lillht5, r.nd J!l't'4lt'Ot wciglllA Ilt gold, 
Nor ]OIlIlljK!ring plcnaurel"aat our 1P\ltili; o::m Imld. 
Tho l1~nlins lOul rc.{jJ nol, \mill it see 
l1ilI mnkt'f God, ~ Tri.uno Deil)". 


